Greater Bedminster Community Partnership:

Co-ordinating Group
8th March 2007

Present: Ben Barker, Matthew Symonds, Julian Cox, Jess Wright, Linda Salter, Mark Bradshaw, Stephen Davey, Charlie Bolton, Ingrid Skeels.

Heather Barham (BCC) in attendance

Notes of Actions

· Constitution:

Various people stated their views:

Mark  Bradshaw said he thought the partnership should be a Non party political” organisation and that the  Vice Chair + Chair should not both be elected members

This should be written into the constitution

 Matthew added that we should be able to Co-op people at certain times onto the group who have additional expertise – they would not necessarily need to have voting rights

People can send substitutes, but substitutes do not get a   

Vote.

It would be practical to make notes of the meetings public

These could be placed on a website

And sent through to the Issues forum mailing list

This will ensure we make things public and keep issues out there

“Saturday night & Sunday morning” could have a space for issues

An Extraordinary meeting could be called at the request of 4 members

The election of a Vice Chair followed– Janine Partington

 Bedminster Issues Forum:

 Will start on 12 March and is a Web Based / on line discussion group

· 5 topics started

· Policy

· Traffic

· Green Spaces

· Swimming Pool

· Wheelie bins

City Council is ‘hosting’ the process. People will be exchanging views

To be part of the issues forum contact: carol.haywood@bristol.gov.uk
Team building event on 21st March
· 35 – 40 people have booked in

· The Agenda was shared:

1. Introduction to the day

2. Key policing issues in Bedminster /S

3. outhville

4. Coming up with an action plan for community policing

Community Engagement activity in August / Autumn     

We have an opportunity to hold another event which will get more people involved in community issues. We have a number of options:

· It could be added onto another event – where people already are – to inform about the range of projects happening already

· We could use it as a mechanism to fill the gaps i.e. where there is not a group currently taking particular issues forward in Bedminster and Southville, and utilise the event as an initial push around a particular issue (e.g. Youth issues)

· We could have something like an “introduction to your community” fayre – maybe in one of the parks, where the message is, “it’s your community too”, and all people have a responsibility to get involved. 

· We need to be particularly aware of reaching people who don’t join in “You can make a difference” 

· We have had £500 offered towards costs from BCC and other bids are in

· This needs to be thought about by members of the group and discussed further at the next meeting.

Priorities for 2007 

1. 20 mph :- In Bedminster and Southville

2. Retail Centres : More work to be done in East and West Street. Setting up a group to promote ‘Retail’

3. Health & older people: More linking up with adult community care

4. Community Safety : Is this already happening through 

The Local action Group?

1) 20 mph

Actions:

· Could the Bedminster(Chessel St) + Southville groups be linked together?  (Ingid)

· Identify hotspots within an overall strategy (Charlie)

· We could utilise Pace Cars? A scheme where you sign up to be a “Pace Car” member Agree to drive to below the speed limit, leave cars at home sometimes. (Matthew)
· Raising awareness

CHARLIE happy to look at leading this, after May. Could be a matter of co-ordinating interested groups, linking people together (Maybe from the names from the Tobacco Factory event?) BEN has also volunteered to be involved

Article in the next Pigeon? And on Forum? Will be followed up after May

2.Retail centres
North street traders are involved already in the Keeping North Street special project

JESS has been involved in setting up the South Bristol Business Awards to try and regenerate the area. 

· Happy to put herself forward as a driver for this issue

· Has tried to get traders groups together

· Lower North Street would like to be separate 

From the other traders groups of North Street

Would like to put together a ‘business breakfast’ Mark and Charlie are also interested. Matthew is interested from a streetscape viewpoint

Ben We could try and linking groups together, through a campaign for a local retail manager?

We need to involve Jason Thorne BCC, Economic Development

Ben informed us that 3x university students –doing projects on street furniture on North, East and West Street

Mark asked if we could bring the two North Street groups together? Jess replied that there are some people who attend both groups but there is some resistance.

Are the amount of Homeworkers in the area  an issue? (Charlie)

Mark will prepare a Scoping Paper on this issue for the next meeting.
3.Health / older people. 

We have been trying to get a health rep to this group – haven’t got anywhere yet witgh the PCT. GP practices could be part of the group.

GP at Malago surgery has said “Facilities for older people are disappearing”

Ben & Linda Happy to drive this issue

4.Community Safety 
This is being dealt with through the LAG
Linda Don’t need a new group

21st March event will be taking these issues forward. LAG and Neighbourhood panels

There are boundary issues which have to live with at present. Police sections will probably be changing soon from 9 to 6 across the city.

But could we raise awareness of the police surgeries (Ashton Vale not well attended)

West Street alcohol problems - being addressed by police.

5. Other items we should be considering

· Older Peoples Forum

· Youth Partnership  

6. Communication

Need to ensure we have a clear network for communicating these messages INGRID, HEATHER, MATTHEW & LINDA would like to take forward.

Public Involvement “you can change the world about you” INGRID.  A public event could be linked with a North Street party

Marketing? Do we need a Logo?

Matthew: Open it up to local people to design a logo for the umbrella body?

JESS Could design this now for us (Even if it is just in the short term)

Any ideas for a snappy strapline for the Partnership to be bought to the next meeting.

Do we need a Website - JESS can design website – but maybe we need to think about making best use of what we already have. We could link all of the current websites together. 

Could the issues forum be linked directly to a website. 

Heather to ask about City Council Funding

An Ashton Vale Newsletter has been put together 

This is part of raising awareness of Ashton Vale as part of Bedminster and Southville

7. Community Chest

There is an idea that we could set up a Community Chest --> Local people/businesses subscribe to worthy causes for the area.

Ther have been some examples in the UK and elsewhere around the world.

BEN Happy to drive this. JESS, INGRID, CHARLIE happy to get involved.

Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 23rd May 7.30pm

Southville Centre, Beauley Road
