Greater Bedminster Community Partnership

Wednesday 23 May, 2007

	1. Present

Ben Barker (BB), Julian Cox (JC), Chris Kinston (CK), Charlie Bolton (CB), Alice Ferguson (AF), Mike Harris (MH), Janine Partington (JP), Matthew Symonds (MS), Sean Beynon (SB), Colin Smith (CS), Mark Bradshaw (MB), Jess Wright (JW)
Visitors:   Keren Suchecki (KS), Lorna Heaysman (LH).

Apologies

Ingrid Skeels (IS), Jan Huckle (JH)
	Actions



	2. Welcome

JP welcomed everyone to the meeting, Mark Bradshaw sent his apologies he will be late.
	

	3. Minutes

It would be very helpful if someone would volunteer to take the minutes.
The minutes were agreed as accurate. BB said that the team building event which took place in March had been successful.
BB said that the partnership should thank Linda Salter who has now retired as Southville Councillor for her active support in setting up the partnership.   This was agreed.

	

	4. Community Engagement Event

A discussion took place about organising an event for the Autumn. BB said one option would be to repeat the event held in March with a different section of the community. JP suggested it would be best to go to an existing event. CK asked what the purpose of the event is? JP suggested it could be to get some feedback from residents on the ‘quick wins’ and gather other ideas. BB confirmed that the council have not been prescriptive on how we organise the event – this is a bonus for us. JW suggested that if a particular group needs attention it could target them. (MB arrived and took the chair)

BB said we should not repeat other activities that are going on and other existing funding e.g. older peoples forum. Some of the target groups might be taken care of by these things or might not have enough funding so we could add onto them with extra money. MB said that while work with older people is important there has to be something tangible for young people, play or something else. AF said that Greville Smyth Park group normally do a young peoples event in the autumn but it might not happen this year. MH pointed out that young people don’t travel far so we may need to target young people at a number of locations, could we do something at Gores Marsh?   CS said a Gores Marsh event would help to establish that piece of land as a venue. BB said the discussion was pointing to us agreeing to do a young peoples event. LH asked what we would want to achieve from that?   JW suggested that we could link up with BCFC as they are trying to engage more local people. 

JW said that if the event we do could be followed up it would be more effective than a one off event.   MH said that Avon and Somerset police are trying to establish a south Bristol strategy for where young people can play football games (to avoid annoying neighbours). The GBCP event for young people could link with a launch of this.    MB said Gores Marsh would be a good location for this.   JW said that she is meeting with BCFC soon and could discuss this with them.   BB asked if anyone else had links with the club. MH said it would be better to make one coordinated approach.

JP asked what we want to ask BCFC to do?   MB said we want to link BCFC into the partnership, the Gores Marsh group etc and to help find a use for Gores Marsh (before it gets built on) and try to reduce anti social behaviour there.   CB said he had contacted youth services to find out what activities are going on in the area – not much.

BB will be inviting all the agencies engaged with young people to meet to talk about what they are doing, what more they can do and can they do it more effectively.

It was agreed that MB would draft a letter on behalf of the four ward councillors etc to BCFC to invite them to work with GBCP on eg youth issues, green spaces such as Gores Marsh and Greville Smyth.

JW to find out who the best person to write to at BCFC.

Jess asked for confirmation of the police plans and for the people BB will be contacting. MH to put JW in contact with the relevant officer. BB to forward list to Jess.

Extended School Partnership is talking about setting up a youth parliament, if that happens we should also use this.    BB to contact.
AF asked if we are focussing on very young or older young people? Are they all interested in football?   The general feeling was that teenagers should be the target and, no, they weren’t.
BB said he’d contact the Youth Service to see if they want to be involved. MH said he is happy to provide Dan Muscat (new PCSO) to get involved.
Further to the discussion above:

Older People:   We are organising two older peoples’ information days on November 14 at Southville Centre and Nov 21 at the Ashton Vale Community Centre.   These will mainly be funded via BCC and will aim to inform people about services and activities locally.   A volunteer is currently collecting information to up-date the Southville CDA directory.   Amongst other things, the Greater Bedminster Older People’s Forum will be promoted.
Younger People:   A meeting was held on June 22 of organisations with an interest in younger people.   A second meeting will be held on September 27.   A lottery funding proposal has been submitted relating to work with young people in local parks.   The Youth Service and Extended School Partnership are considering how best to identify the needs of local young people.   A small sum has been secured so that someone can research existing provision in Greater Bedminster.   An initial draft should be available by Sept 27.
Bristol City Football Club:   Mark Bradshaw and Ben Barker met with Colin Sexstone, Chief Exec BCFC on 18 July.
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	5. Priorities

20mph / resident parking

MB explained new BCC cabinet roles, transport now under his brief. There was a discussion 20mph etc that has taken place on line (Issues Forum) and in The Pigeon.

BB said that residents parking report is due to be published this summer. MS asked for one of the councillors to find out the status of the report. MB said he would find out and share any info with the group.

MS said that Ashton Gate and Southville Primary Schools would be refreshing the PACE car scheme in September.

CB agreed to lead on the 20mph / resident parking issue and set up a meeting to kick start this work.

Mark, Charlie and Matthew to up-date.
Retail Centres

MB apologised that he had not had time to write the paper for this meeting, but would circulate it later. The city wide retail study work is emerging, MB said he would look at the current thinking and come back with more info to the next meeting.

BB mentioned the East Street Audit 22 May, 7pm at Zion House, North Street student presentation 14 June, 7pm at Southville Centre and North Street Audit 18 June, 4pm meet at Cannon Street end.

There will also be a meeting organised by the Architecture Centre on 27 June, 5.30-9pm at the Tobacco Factory piloting Space Shapers (new CABE tool).

All of the events mentioned above took place.

Mark will report on developments following the publication of the Bristol Retail Study.   Mark to update.
Health and older people

BB said he and others had met with Guy Robinson (BCC Adult Care Services). The council have an agenda around ‘hubs’ for older people, but significance unclear.   Also talks with St Monicas and Guinness Trusts who are interested in this agenda and wish to be part of GBCP. SCDA has secured some funding for an older peoples forum (Quartet) and a meeting is planned for 20 June looking at this.

The Older Peoples’ Forum has now met twice and meeting 3 is due on 17 September.   Numbers are still small.
Southville CDA’s Awards for All application for older peoples work (c£100,000) was turned down – largely because there were too many applications for funding.
SB said he will be involved with Health and Well Being as an executive assistant, he said he will mainly be looking at culture and leisure but will deal with health awareness issues. 

BB said the Awards for All money would have helped to update the Greater Bedminster older persons’ directory among other things.   We’ll need to find money from elsewhere to do this.   Anyone got c£500?
See above.   It is hoped that a volunteer will up-date the directory.

Additionally, GBCP has contacted the Adult Community Care with a proposal that we should be one of three pilot areas for an AgeLink programme.   No decision yet.

AF raised the issue of the closure of Granby House as a big local issue around health. It is an important local resource for older people and maternity care. MB said he had contacted with Jan Huckle (PCT) and Deborah Evans (PCT) and has received assurances that services will be relocated within the area – they are waiting to find out where the co located facilities will be. AF said that an important issue is whether there will be a team of midwives. MB to report back any updates.
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	6.Comunication Update

The paper from the March meeting was discussed. BB has contacted Quartet for community chest/website funding.
£5000 has now been awarded and we are recruiting someone to undertake the design of the website and someone else to develop the Community Chest.   Both people should be identified before the end of September.
BB said that the Issues Forum is sparking debate but it needs many more members.   Everyone urged to enrol and to enrol others (http://forums.e-democracy.org/greater-bedminster )
The Pigeon is carrying GBCP issues but at the moment it is not clear whose role it is to put things in the Pigeon.

AF suggested a rotating communication role to coordinate stuff to go into the Pigeon. It was agreed that Alice would do the first stint in this role.

MS asked for clarification that BB is the point of contact for the partnership. This is correct. 

There was a discussion on a GBCP website and whether it should be stand alone or as part of another site. Stand alone was preference but we will have to secure funding to do this.   (Secured)
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	Any Other Business

CK said that world mental health day is taking place in the first week of October. Chris would like to work with partner members around promoting that.

MS reminded everyone that the Front Garden Competition is about to start and that the website www.frontgarden.org.uk is now live.

AF said that the toilets in Greville Smyth Park have been refurbished and now have a full time attendant but that she is inside the building all day but has no view over the park. AF said this was an example of how two council departments could have worked together and if a door or window had been knocked through to the park side of the toilets the attendant could have had a dual role acting as surveillance over the park as well as maintaining the toilets. MB to raise this issue with relevant council officers.

BB mentioned the Bristol Partnership’s proposed evaluation of Neighbourhood Management. At the moment they are only evaluation the official pilots (in Neighbourhood Renewal areas) and not the unofficial pilots like the GBCP and Brislington. KS suggested taking it up through community development team, LH said it had already been discussed in the team. MB to raise through Chief Executives department.

The Bristol Partnership meeting on 25 September will largely be devoted to issues related to Neighbourhood Management and Partnerships: what’s happened and what’s going to happen?   It is thought that there will be 12 to 15 partnerships across Bristol and that most of these will be in place by the end of 2008.   We’ll see!l

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   This will probably be in September.   BB will circulate a list of possible dates.

Tues 18 Sept at 7.00pm in Southville Centre (Osborne Room).
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