Greater Bedminster Community Partnership

Minutes of meeting 10 December 2007

Present: Brian Hall, (Extended Schools), .Janine Partington (SBA), Ben Barker (SCDA), Matthew Symonds (Ashton Gate Primary), Julian Cox (BCC Parks), Alice Ferguson (Tobacco Factory), Jess Wright (SaturdaySunday), Jen Mackley (LinkAge), Jan Huckle (PCT), Lorna Heaysman (BCC, Community Development), Keren Suchecki (Resident), Terry Bullock (BCC, Traffic)   Cllrs Mark Bradshaw, Colin Smith, Sean Beynon and Charlie Bolton arrived late due to council meetings.

Apologies: Ingrid Skeels (FROGS). Steve Davey (Police). 

1.   Residents’ Parking Scheme (RPS)

Terry Bullock, Traffic Manager BCC, outlined possible plans for residents’ parking scheme in Southville/Bedminster:

 He pointed out that the council is obliged to look at all parking restrictions already in place in the area and that there would be an overall loss of parking spaces. This would be compensated for by improved access to these spaces for residents. Public consultation for RPS due to begin in February 2008. This would include a ‘citizens’ panel’. BCC wish to identify ‘early adopters’ of the scheme – including possibly Southville. Scheme must be self-financing – therefore BCC will charge residents for parking permits. BCC propose to give free permits for ‘Band A’ (low emission) vehicles. Charge for other vehicles would be around £40 annually. Southville RPS would be part of ‘outer ring’ of restricted parking around Bristol City Centre. 

Assuming there is support for scheme in Southville, BCC will go through legal process of obtaining Traffic Regulation Order for the scheme. BCC aim to have the scheme in place some time in 2009. Aim would be to provide enough spaces to help residents, whilst also providing some spaces for shoppers, probably on a ‘pay and display’ basis, maximum £2hrs, depending on profile of local businesses. ‘Inner ring’ would have restrictions 24/7, ‘outer ring’ possibly daytime only.

Problems with scheme could include: commuter parking simply displaced slightly further south; Parking for places such as Southville Centre and Tobacco Factory could be problematic.

Questions and responses:

· (JP) What about visitors? (TB) They would have to purchase a visitors’ permit for each day they stay.

· (MS) Is there real evidence that commuters are the main problem? Most residents find parking more difficult in the evening than during the day. (TB)    Partly reflects 24 hour economy
· (AF) Why not have congestion charge instead? (TB) Is long-term plan but BCC want to get public transport satisfactory first. £45 million due from Central Government to extend dedicated bus routes.

· (MS) How will consultation be conducted? Will a specialist company be contracted to conduct it? Following Home Zone many Southville residents very mistrustful of BCC. (TB) A consultant will be employed to assist with the consultation. 

· (MS) Will the consultation be open-ended? (TB) Leaflet will present pros and cons to public. There will be flexibility around some aspects of the scheme, but not others. 60/40 in favour would be considered positive result. Nil response would be considered acceptance.

· (AF) Will the scheme help alleviate illegal/dangerous parking (e.g. on corners and double yellow lines)? (TB) Enforcement of double yellows currently restricted by shift-system and lack of resources. Revenue from scheme would partly go towards paying wardens to police scheme so situation should improve.

· (AF) How will the scheme be of environmental benefit? (TB) If it extends far enough out will deter commuters from driving.

Discussion widened out to include proposed 20mph zone(s) for Southville and Ashton Gate. Charlie Bolton raised the issue of safety on Raleigh Road. TB responded that some form of refuge island on Raleigh/Upton junction was possible. CB to contact TB re. cones for football matches esp. around Chalcroft House. 

Contact details for Terry Bullock:   Traffic Manager, Planning Transport and Sustainable Development, Transport Operations, 4th Floor Wilder House, Wilder St, Bristol BS2 8PH.
Tel: 0117 9036843.   Mobile: 07825 315750.   Email: terry.bullock@bristol.gov.uk

2.   Minutes from last meeting

All agreed were accurate.

3.   Matters arising

3.1   Granby House

Jan Huckle from Bristol PCT gave update of move to new premises due to current premises being unfit for purpose. 2 floors of 77 West St secured. Total accommodation will be more than at Granby House, with the same staffing level. Main problem will be parking for both staff and visitors. There will be a continuous service throughout the move.
Written Update (handed out):   Move of PCT Teams from Granby House Clinic to 77 West St.

The time scales have slipped; latest position update from the Estates department is:

· User group made up of key personnel meet weekly: design for West St has been signed off

· There is no date fixed for closure of Granby House

· The application for change of use / building alteration has not yet been submitted

· There is a proposed moving in date of late March 2008

· All clinics currently run at Granby House will transfer to West St

MS added that some of the Granby staff may be based at the new South Street Children’s Centre.

3.2   Ben reported that 2 events for older people had gone well though with disappointing turnout.

3.3   Youth service – Ben circulated info about local services. Concluded that though lots of services exist, they tend to be poorly coordinated. Need to find ways to make them work better individually and together. Brian Hall commented that extended school partnership could play a role in making this happen.

3.4   Traffic – dealt with above

3.5   Retail Centres – Mark Bradshaw to update.

Ben restated current three priorities of GBCP set in March 2007 as traffic, retail and older people, with young people seeming to have emerged during the year.   There had been real progress on traffic (residents’ parking debate) and older people (LinkAge). 

3.6   Communications – website to be launched in Jan 2008:   www.greaterbedminster.org.uk    Done
3.7   Community Chest to be launched in New Year.   It was agreed to establish a bank account for GBCP and the Community Chest.   Ben to secure a form, signatories etc.   Done.
3.8   Logo – designs on display at meeting to be voted on.

3.9   South Bristol Business Awards (Jess) – leaflets are to be numbered and entered in raffle. Some votes coming in online but more nominations needed. Jess has been working at promoting awards around South Bristol (Hartcliffe, Knowle, Totterdown…)   Very successful event on February 1 at the Tobacco Factory.   The Greater Bedminster Community Partnership and Community Chest were promoted at the event.
3.10   Parks – Charlie to report about increased community involvement in decisions about 106 meeting. To be discussed at next council meeting.   Colin – expressed view that some officers are becoming more ‘relaxed’ about 106 money and allowing more community involvement. E.g.with  Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership.

3.11   16th Feb – local parks groups meeting.   This would be GBCP’s third ‘conference’ since March 2007.   40 delegates from parks and rivers groups and public agencies attended.   A conference report is on the GBCP website.
4.   Report from Networks
4.1Extended School Partnership (Brian Hall)

Briefing paper and map handed out.   Confirmed that Bedminster Down included in Bedminster area, meaning some children may live outside the focus area. Ben commented that boundaries may become more significant in the future as other neighbourhood partnerships emerged.

AF asked about level of involvement from parents in terms of new ideas for ESP. BH replied that at present mainly only headteachers and governors who are being engaged. Terms of reference are to be clarified at the next ESP meeting. No history of schools locally working together, so no plans yet to involve the community.

Funding - £90,000 for first and second years, 3rd year (from Apr 2008) not yet funded.

Ben raised issue of engaging young people, and finding ways of building this into the structure.   There had been talk of a Youth Parliament. Need to ensure wide representation.

4.2 Older People & Health Issues: LinkAge.   (Jennifer Mackley)
Jen (Adult Community Care) outlined the 2-year Linkage pilot project just starting in Greater Bedminster and distributed a paper.   The project will be based at Monica Wills House, West Street.   The process of contacting older people and relevant organisations is underway.   A project worker should be in post by 1 April.

Two project workers have been appointed: Sharan Wild funded by PCT and Clive Jones funded by St Monica Trust.

4.3   Police Local Action Group    (Steve Davey)

Steve had sent apologies, so there was no LAG up-date.
5.   Entering 2008
It was noted that there was an intention to establish 14 neighbourhood partnerships across Bristol by the end of 2008 and was agreed that:
· We extend our current constitution and way of working into 2008 and amend the rules to read ‘review these rules before the end of 2008’.

· We use the new website to re-register members of the partnership and to seek new members.

· We declare the next meeting to be our AGM.

· If so, arrangements should be made for new nominations etc to this Co-ordinating Group.

6.   Logo

The meeting considered a range of logos for GBCP and selected a winner.  

The design from Janine Partington was selected and is now on leaflets, website etc.

7.   Any other business?

None.

8.   Next meeting

This would be in March (March 20, 7.30am at Southville Centre) 

