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The Bristol wards of Southville, Bedminster and Windmill Hill have a combined population of around 30,000 people.   They comprise the northern part of the medieval parish of Bedminster.   Until the second half of the nineteenth century, much of this area was semi-rural, with more fully rural areas immediately to the south.   Industrialization led to the building of high density housing for workers in mining, tobacco and trades associated with the port.   
The process of ‘densification’ continues into our own time with the mania for flats (‘luxury’, of course!).   Housing density is augmented by very large numbers of cars, both those belonging to local people and those left by commuters visiting Bristol city centre for employment or fun.

Green space is therefore especially valued within the area, whether it be in the form of a formal Victorian Park, the remnant of a river valley, former industrial land, a product of bomb damage, the occasional street tree or a tiny jewel of a front garden.
Over the past 30 odd years, under investment has ensured that public spaces have often been of poor quality.   A few years ago, Bristol Parks Department determined that it would do better and local people across the city began to form ‘friends’ groups.   In ‘Bedminster’ locals identified about a dozen sizable green spaces.   They determined that each of these would have its own support group to defend it and to increase its quality and its use by local people.   We are about three-quarters of the way to achieving this Bedminster goal. 

This conference, the second in the network’s history, celebrated the achievements of both local activists and committed professionals for what has been called Bedminster’s Green Renaissance.
The Agenda

The conference was opened by the Rt Hon Lord Mayor of Bristol, Cllr Royston Griffey, himself a Friend of the Avon New Cut.

Delegates viewed an exhibition of park and river plans prepared by local groups, the Park Department and others.

Short presentations were made by

· Ben Barker on the new South Bristol Riverscapes Project and the proposed Bedminster Neighbourhood Plan.

· Richard Bland on enhancing wildlife in both private and public green space.

· Alex Fraser on the contribution of arts within public spaces

· Eamon McClelland discussed physical and cultural barriers that might prevent certain social groups from using parks and other spaces. 

Bedminster Neighbourhood Plan
Over the next couple of years, Bristol Parks will be developing neighbourhood plans.   These will be roughly at the two to three ward level.   Using information gathered as part of the Green Space Strategy the department will be identifying areas of the city for future investment, eg formal park improvement, up-grading of sport and play areas, enhancement of wildlife corridors.   This work is starting now in South Bristol.   It is vital that park and river groups engage constructively in this process.   

Good Things

Delegates were invited to identify one good thing that had happened to local green spaces in the last year or so:

· Front Garden Competition

· Invasive weed survey from Crox Bottom to City Farm

· Getting funding for the South Bristol Riverscapes Project

· Birds using the feeders in Bedminster Station Garden

· Cotswold Road street party/festival

· Tiles on Vauxhall Bridge

· Spring planting in 5 beds in Victoria Park for first time in 5 years

· The Best of Bemmy Show was great
· We’re getting the cross back in St John’s Churchyard

· Front Garden Competition

· Best of Bedminster Show
Workshops

Each delegate was able to participate in two workshops from four subjects.   Workshop proposals are set out below.

Enhancing Wildlife 1
· Front gardens link big spaces

· Publisise gardens in Pigeon etc (artcle by Richard)

· Wildlife gardens by blocks of flats

· More meadows, less managed space

· Encourage natural play areas

· Wildlife projects in schools – get the kids out of the classrooms – adopt a plot in the park

· Information boards about what wildlife is in the area (contact details

· Set up an e-forum for spreading info about wildlife
· Get children to experience wildlife

· Plant seeds around lampposts etc

· Bird boxes on lamposts

Enhancing Wildlife 2
· Adopt Richard Bland’s 10 commandments of sustainable gardening.   Publish and make available in council newsletter and other public info networks – libraries etc.

· ‘Environment watch’ – link to Park Watch and Neighbourhood Watch)   Elaine Collingwood 952 9739.

· Tree wardens

· Provide opportunities for public awareness of bio-diversity/wildlife in local area

· Protection of wildlife corridors/greenways, eg Malago.

· De-culverting – reduces flood risk

· Positive planning for wildlife – underground parking, permeable surfaces.

Making spaces more accessible 1
· Accessibility: physical and emotional

· Knowing in advance about accessibility

· Web based and signed access info for green spaces (not everyone has web access!)

· Improvements in access needs to be considered in all projects.   Infrastructural.

· Conflicting interests

· Getting by-in to parks.   Fences: does it belong to me?   Does it need railings?   Public consultation needed!    Empowerment

· Best of Bemmy brought in lots of people.   Gores Marsh fete.
· Majority of disabled kids don’t go to parks.   Extended schools partnerships.

· Events to bring non-park users into parks for the first time.

Making spaces more accessible 2
· Empowerment from the ‘grass roots’

· Perception:   safety/danger.   Woman

· Media/education:   Allowing younger generation to risk take.   Gain perception.

· Negative media:   look at the good/positive rather than the bad.

· People at the bottom of the media hierarchy now have powers to distribute positive info through internet.
· Positive PR – Voscur, BCC.

· More community use of schools.

· Parks – escape space?   Should they be busy – or is this just a perception?

· Events in Parks

· Involve younger people.   How?   Curriculum?   Community meeting.

· Are we considering all accessibility?

· Dealing with traffic.
Young People in Parks 1
· Parks could be a way to get boys and girls into using bigger green spaces, eg Ashton Court/Leigh Woods activities – bike trails etc.

· Important to involve young people at an early age (infant/primary) before they become ‘young people’.   Harder to engage them as teenagers. (but not impossible)

· Community development work with YP in parks needs to be on going as the YP will change over time so it’s a process of constantly working with new groups/individuals

· The person working with YP could be anyone – park keepers, toilet attendants etc – need to build working with YP (and understanding how to talk to YP) into everyone’s jobs

· We should go to YP (not expect them to come to us and our park groups).   Use existing schools councils to go to and involve YP in park issues
· Involving, trusting and listening to YP works – the shelter in Greville Smyth park has lasted longer than many people thought –is it partly because YP were very involved in its design and construction?

· YP can help bring positive things to parks, eg use of football pitches in Greville Smyth on Sundays thanks to ABFC.

· Parks really important in getting YP aware and involved in wildlife, understanding nature etc.   Schools (and parents) should be encouraged to take children to parks and green spaces.   (We accept that schools come under pressure, H&S etc, but this should be challenged more)

· Accessing all community spaces – schools grounds (ESP?) Salvation Army etc right next to park: if it rained, Children & young people could retreat to hall for shelter

· YP largely self-organising around graffiti and skateboarding in Dame Emily Park.   Provide facilities and oldies ‘step back’.

Young People in Parks 2
· Child Watch rota.   Play Rangers (link to extended school day)

· Incorporating art in play equipment

· Develop risky activities for young people.

· Time of year Spring/Autumn: more people needed to engage young people.   Refurbishment: more than one youth area.

· Involve whole community: different solutions for different places and people.

Public Arts 1
· Green arts network supports artists that work with nature and is sustainable – green arts trail

· Incorporate art trails

· Linked art work / distinctive art work for each area

· Public art – permanent, temporary installations.   Performance.

· Be ambitious – angels of the north in Victoria Park

· Quality controlled – adds to ownership

· Commissioned – built into development plans and consultation.   Local people involved.
· Bespoke street furniture

· Can not be commissioned again when vandalized
· Performance spaces

· Interesting pieces

· Pavement art.   Small details.

· Graffiti art

· Problems with tagging

· Have an expert involved.

· Sponsorship – build it with community by community

· Funding – public art on line

· Play spaces combined with art – natural materials

Public Art 2
· What is public art?   Implies public ownership

· Performance is a part of public art.   Should be included in a strategy 

· More art needed in parks – permanent sculpture

· Art gets people talking and attracts interest

· Can have permanent and temporary art.

· If you like a piece of art, it’s a very personal thing.

· Parks should be part of the Arts Trails: venues.

· Think of parks as possible venues for traveling exhibitions.   Parks department should see this as part of their job and work with arts/museum dept.

· Do Parks have an arts strategy already or do they work with other depts. On the city’s public arts strategy?

· Graffiti art – very accessible for young people.   Need to provide space for them to spray.   Note that opportunities are decreasing at Dame Emily.
· Differentiate between graffiti art and tagging: it’s a fact of life so it needs to be accommodated.

· Tagging should be cleaned off places that are not authorized.

· Art to celebrate events & occasions.   Commemorative art.

· Get people to sponsor/support art in parks, eg businesses and wealthy benefactors.   Some people don’t like the thought of taxes paying for art.   Using private money can help here.

· Competitions to select new art in parks – involves public.

· Do we need a ‘fourth plinth’ in our parks for changing public art (like Trafalgar Square)?

· Art can be small and subtle as well – things that you have to find and search out (Gorilla art!)

· Can we utilize the art college to bring their art works into the community?   Set up UWE shows in our parks?   Can their projects create some some art especially for our parks?

· Living art – art that comes and goes with seasons, eg the tulip line that was in Castle Park for a few years – landscape art etc.

· Park furniture as art – benches etc.   Competition to design benches etc?

· Banners – like on Centre- easy to change and introduce colour/art

· Look at other parks world wide for example.
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