Greater Bedminster Community Partnership (GBCP)
Co-ordinating Group meeting 19 June from 7.30pm at Southville Centre.

 

1. Present: Ben Barker*, Stephen Wray, Clive Jones, Ron Haines, Cecilia Weightman, Charlie Bolton*, Jess Wright*, Alice Ferguson*, Mike Meechem, Gary Firth, Andrew Spicer, Ingrid Skeels*, Mike Primarolo*, Sean Beynon*, Julian Cox*.
Apologies: Colin Smith*, Matthew Symonds*, Terry Bullock*, Jan Huckle*, Mark Bradshaw*.
* indicates membership of the Co-ordinating Group.
2. Charlie agreed to take notes (until 8.50pm) and then Sean.
 

3. Progress on Better Bedminster Community Chest 

· £2.3k raised plus £10k from council

· Advert in Pigeon asking for ideas - some coming eg trees on North St, 1ary school community garden, park improvement.
· Need to be member of GBCP

· £1k max (probably)
· Expect £20k next year (from BCC)

· Closing dates for funding bids 30th July

· Need a panel to advise councillors on how money is spent

· £500 left from Quartet left to canvass people in order to raise the community and business contributions
 

Actions: 1.   BBCC:   All those interested in sitting on panel to assess funding applications to advise Ben.   Panel met on August 4.   See separate report.   2.   Quartet money:   Ben to draw up job description and circulate with a view to employing someone from September.   No response to date.   What next?
 

4. Community conference
· c£500 available for ‘conference’ between now and March.
· Discussion over maybe holding a few events eg City Farm August, Best of Bedminster show, Lazy Sunday etc

 

Actions: 1.  Jess to run stall on Lazy Sunday with Ingrid.   Response sheet already circulated.   The ideas map well onto our Priority List.   2.  Others to feed in ideas for events to Ben.   Following discussions see separate proposal.
 

5. Area plans:   ‘everybody’s doing it, but not necessarily together.’
· Ben circulated a paper for discussion

· Green spaces plan consultations for Sep/Oct (probably)
· Safer, stronger neighbourhoods implementation plan

· Linkage and ESP proposals for older and younger people.
· Residents parking

· Comprehensive area assessment

Actions:  1. start drawing up a shopping list, especially related to 106   (Ben).   An initial ‘shopping list’ has been circulated.   2.  collect ideas at 'Lazy Sunday' (worst and best of Bedminster?)     3. Others: feed ideas to Ben.
 

6.  Minutes of March meeting
· Agreed as correct

 

Matters arising

· GBCP membership to date (according to the website).   3 councillors, 6 businesses, 24 voluntary sector groups, 3 statutory sector organizations.   Ben is approaching tenants’ organizations and will talk to BCC about how local work teams might join GBCP.   Full list of registered member organizations is on www.greaterbedminster.org.uk   The relationship between Neighbourhood Partnerships and BCC teams is still unresolved.
· Economic health of retail streets - Mark Bradshaw not available to confirm the N St/W St/E St is one of the pilots for supporting local high streets.    

· Services for young people:   Brian Hall, Cecilia, Ben had a meeting with others this morning re young peoples provision. Hopefully, there will be more detached youth provision in parks - 2 youth workers, 2 nights per week for 6 months - interim report October - this will be in addition to anything going on at the moment. Work is targeted at teenagers.   There will be some consultation about young peoples needs/wants in the autumn.   More information later.    Brian to update?
· Local Action Group:   Lee Walton not available.   Report by Cecilia reported on Street Auditing in progress of East St, West St, North St.   This was 4th annual audit of East Street.   There has been improvement, eg less graffiti, for 3rd year running.   Better processes for reducing graffiti are in place.   Lee to update?
· Street Tree Forum: Ben gave an update on the work of the street tree forum.  Alice suggested that street trees could be located on the road-side, not the pavement, where stray wheelie bins etc can already make passing for people with disabilities or people with young children very difficult.   Sean pointed out that a motion had been submitted to full council highlighting the value of trees and the work that can be done to protect them in the planning system. 

· Triple Devolution:  Ben gave a brief update on triple devolution (eg power is devolved by government to local authority, by local authority to community partnership and then community partnership to smaller neighbourhoods).  Work has started in Ashton Vale, with a strong link with the local primary school following a meeting of officers and projects in May.    Lorna to update?
· Residents’ Parking:   Gary Firth from BCC explained the consultation exercise being carried out by the Council.  Those areas which express support for residents’ parking may become early adopters of the scheme, with work on the pilots scheduled to complete in late 2009.   These pilot areas would be around 300 households.  Gary explained the permit system, with an increase in price for the second car (£80) and third cars being granted only in exceptional circumstances.  These permits would cost £500.    A discussion followed exploring the pros and cons of the scheme.  It was noted that it was important to realise that residents’ parking was not a golden bullet and that, in some areas of Greater Bedminster, there were simply ‘too many cars.’   Ingrid expressed concerns that the problem of commuter parking would simply be spread to other areas when the system was introduced.   Jess asked for assurances that businesses would be consulted.  Pay and display ‘with the first 15 minutes free’ bays could be introduced in areas like North Street.    Alice suggested that there should be increased provision made for bike parking.    A report to BCC on phase 1 is expected in October.
· LinkAge:    Clive Jones gave a quick update on the work of the Linkage pilot which started in April.  Have been working with older people and encourage them to participate in the community and get the help and advice they need to live independently.   Linkage has been working with organisations including acta and the Riverscapes Project to provide activities for older people in the Greater Bedminster area. 

7.   Any other business?

· Cecilia pointed out her role on the Bedminster Issues Forum, which explained her work with the fire service in providing a range of community projects including through the probation service with people on community service orders.   If anyone has any suggestions on work they can do, please let Cecilia know. 
8.   Date of Next Meeting?   Thursday, September 11th at 7.30-9.30pm at the Southville Centre.
Please note that ‘normally’ we would next meet around mid-December, but the secretary will be out of Bristol from November 14 to December 8, so someone else may have to prepare the papers etc.

