Greater Bedminster Community Partnership
Co-ordinating Group

20 January 2009   Southville Centre

Present:

Name



Organisation

Ben Barker* 


Dame Emily Park Project

Alan Pratley


Swiss Drive Neighbourhood Watch

Lorna Heaysman

Bristol City Council (Community Development)

Cecilia Weightman

Southville & Bedminster Local Action Group

Mike Primarolo*

Windmill Hill City Farm

Julian Cox*


Bristol City Council (Parks)

Les Potter


JAB (Churches Together)

Alice Ferguson*

Tobacco Factory

Jess Wright* 


Saturday Night Sunday Morning
Colin Smith* 


Bristol City Council (councillor)

Keren Suchecki

Resident

Matthew Symonds*

Ashton Gate Primary 
Charlie Bolton*

Bristol City Council (councillor)

Simon Carpenter

Cycling City

Eric Booth


Cycling City

Helen Adshead

Riverscapes Project

Liz Payze


Sustainable Southville Group

Stephen Wray

Bristol City Council

Mike Meecham

Friends of Hebron Burial Ground

John Roy


Bristol City Council

Jon Harris


Resident
Chris Kinston*

Second Step
Jan Huckle*


NHS Bristol

Mike Ginger


Resident/Sustainable Southville Project
Pierre Fox


Resident 

Diane Jones


Climate Action Bedminster/Transition BS3

Brian Hall


Extended Schools Partnership

Mark Bradshaw*

Bristol City Council (councillor)

Apologies:

John Purkiss


FrANC

Gill Loats


Show of strength

Ingrid Skeels*

Friends of Greville Smythe

Sean Benyon*

Bristol City Council (councillor)

Laura Murgatroyd

Sustainable Southville Project

Janet Carr-Hyde

Gores Marshalls

Terry Bullock*

Bristol City Council (Traffic)

John Richfield

Bristol City Council (East Street)
Anne Malindine 

Southville CDA

*denotes member of co-ordinating group 
Chaired by: Matthew Symonds
Item 1

Introductions were made

Item 2 

Apologies were recorded

Item 3

Review of Constitution
BB – the 2007 draft constitution states that it will be reviewed at the end of 2008.  The constitution was drafted in preparation for there to be agreement on constitutions across the city.  This still hasn’t come about.  

BB proposed not to change the current draft, except to alter the review date to the end of 2009, in anticipation that the city will be clear about NP constitutions by then.

Decision: Agreed to retain current draft but change review date to end of 2009.
Item 4 

Procedures for Better Bedminster Community Chest

BB - GBCP could potentially receive £20,000 from BCC in 2009 for small grants.  Last year’s allocation was distributed along the principles of:
· Only member organisations can apply

· Applications must refer to GBCP general aims and priorities

· Grants would normally be for £1,000 or less.

All applications met these criteria. The geographic spread was balanced between Bedminster and Southville, although effort should be made to encourage applications from the outer edges of the NP boundary (i.e. Marksbury Road and Ashton Vale). A wide variety of organisations applied. 
Decision:  Agreed to retain the current procedures and criteria for 2009.

Item 5 

Website (www.greaterbedminster.org.uk) 

BB – the website is now one year old. Time to review its effectiveness.  Request for 

three volunteers to do this.  MS mentioned that some funding may be available from BCC to link to their neighbourhood partnership website. 

Action: Jess, Cecelia and Lorna to review website. Lorna to follow up BCC funding suggestion.   
This review is not yet complete, but will be picked up after the AGM.
Item 6 

Conference and Action Plan

BB – There is still £500 available from BCC to hold an event to promote the partnership. This has been previously discussed, but no decisions taken.  Proposal that next meeting, which is the AGM, is held as an event or conference.  Consulting with residents to develop priorities for the coming year, workshops and drop-in sessions were suggested. 
Decision:  Agreed to hold event/conference on a Saturday or Sunday in March or April.  Officers group to plan.    
April 4.
Item 7 

Cycling and related issues

Simon Carpenter, Eric Booth, and John Roy from BCC Cycling City team explained the activities being undertaken with a government grant of £11.4 million for Bristol and SGlos, matched 100% by both authorities.  Target is to double the number of people cycling everyday by 2011 (in later discussion said it may be double the number of journeys, target not finalised).  Four main areas of activities:

1.  Transport infrastructure

2. Smarter choices (tailored journey information)

3. Bike-ability (formerly cycling proficiency but now including adults as well as schools)

4. Community engagement

The initiative will be launched on 5th of February with a public event, venue to be confirmed. Project manager interviews taking place w/c 26 January. 

Community engagement is being carried out through Neighbourhood Partnerships.  Engagement with employers and businesses (including cycle shops) also part of the initiative.  Scoping exercise being carried out across the city to gather info on all current or planned cycling initiatives.  Small grants scheme (up to £10,000) being launched for cycling initiatives, criteria will be distributed to groups shortly.  Cycle path design standards will be informed by Dept of Transport and London Cycle Network guidelines.  Working with BCC Legible City team for signage and part of remit is removing obsolete signage and street clutter.
Some quick hits have already been carried out – e.g. cycle parking in shopping areas.   There was some concern over obstruction to pedestrians caused by new cycle parking on North Street.  
Action:  Cecelia and Alice to meet on North Street to discuss this.    The cycle racks are still there.
Sustainable Southville group met prior to this meeting to draw up a proposal for this area – paper presented to the cycling team and the meeting.
Action:  Cycling team agreed to meet with members of Sustainable Southville group w/c 26 January to discuss the proposal in depth.    The cycling team can be contacted at cycling.city@bristol.gov.uk   A proposal has been submitted to BCC on behalf of GBCP to run a ‘BS3 Cycle Project’.   No reply yet.
Item 8
Notes of September meeting

a) Agreed as accurate

b) Matters arising: 

i) Establish a group to look at planning matters – interested people to contact Ben Barker. Expertise not needed as experts already involved.   A meeting took place, but no clear ‘planning group’ has been identified.
ii) Place management pilot – North, East and West Streets. Remodelling East St as a shared space, questionnaires have gone to shopkeepers. Beginning to look at the street coherently.  Report could feature as part of the GBCP spring conference.   A special meeting was held on March 23 to discuss progress.   The report is now being considered by BCC.   No outcome yet.
iii) Young people – youth partnership have been talking to 600 young people using open spaces, schools etc in the area.  Results will go to the S1 Partnership for Youth Development for action.  Results could also feature in the GBCP spring conference.   Full report expected shortly.
iv) Parks and Green Spaces plan to start in March. BB has met with the relevant officer to familiarise her with green spaces in the area. BB has preliminary maps for discussion.  Good example of partnership working is Gores Marsh, which has just received £120,000 for green space/play development from various sources.   Review underway.
v) Alan Pratley asked if councillor Terry Cook had reported back as promised on query about consultation for closure of the Bush centre.  BB reported that he hadn’t. 

Action:  BB to chase up Terry Cook for response.   Oops, I forgot this.
Information roundup
Illuminate – Jess reported that it will take place on 27/28 March in shop properties on North Street.  Working with other groups e.g. NLarge, Silver Screen and hopefully LinkAge.

Charlie Bolton reported that the Clean and Green team intend to clean graffiti from South Bristol Swimming Pool, asked if there was agreement for this to happen. It was agreed that it should happen, but preventative measures should take place to stop it reappearing (e.g. repairing the broken railings will make it difficult to get to the same wall).  Also consideration should be given to graffiti space in the development around Dame Emily Park.  Some businesses allow it on the back of their buildings, which is good, and the park group want the semi-derelict pool building sorted out.  

Cecilia is visiting all 14 Neighbourhood Partnerships re work she is doing with Avon Fire & Rescue.
BB - February 17th special meeting to look at urban extension in south Bristol.  Details will be emailed out.   This took place.
Date of next meeting:
To be confirmed – March or April for spring conference and AGM.
