SBLAG – VISUAL AUDITING 2008
East Street
Incidences of graffiti were up this year on 2007 by 5.5%.  This was largely due to the bombing that took place on the night of the first May Bank Holiday.  If the bombing had not occurred then I am confident that incidences of graffiti would have fallen for a third year and so in real terms we can consider the rates of graffiti to have fallen on East Street.

To date a large amount of graffiti has been removed though some has crept back.  The worst of the reported subsidence on the highway has been repaired and there is an order in for repair of one bench and the eventual removal of another.  The Airport buses have been diverted down Malago Road and this has improved the traffic on East Street.  Several people have commented on how much safer they feel and the other traffic appears to have slowed.

North Street
73% of the items on the Inventory are incidences of graffiti.  This is the first year that North Street has been audited in the evening when the shutters were plainly visible so for future comparisons 2008 will count as year one.

Work is underway on the removal of the graffiti and other problems are being dealt with, notably some new litter bins on lampposts.

West Street
West Street was largely improved with 36% fewer incidents reported against 2007 though almost all of those were graffiti related, again due to the May Bank Holiday bombing.

One trader complained that West Street is the forgotten street and that they got nothing.  Some greenery i.e. hanging baskets or plantings were requested.


This year the auditing was changed from one public audit on East and North Streets to two visits, the second being the NPT and a Crime Reduction Officer plus myself.  On the second visit we called in all properties and businesses that had a note against them and talked about auditing, issued Indemnity Forms and listened to what people had to say.  West Street is a closed audit and we combine a first and second visit.  Next year the way the auditing works will be tweaked further to better involve the general public, particularly on East Street.

Two larger problems came to light during the audits and both are being dealt with using a multi-agency approach.

The audits this year have been a great success and it is hoped that we can continue to build upon this success.

Cecilia Weightman

Visual Audit Co-ordinator SBLAG

